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Editors Note:  

 Last week we had a article on PRIVATE JEREMIAH HENRY JONES, 

C.F.M.D.S.  106th Battalion Nova Scotia. It was Researched and compiled 

by Members Indra Teekasingh and Allan Ross 

It stirred a memory and I thought that I had seen or read something about 

Jeremiah Jones before.  After some searching this week I found my July 

2009 newsletter on the #2 Construction Battalion and its “Colored” mem-

bers.  The last article was a story from the Truro Daily News dated August 

17th, 1917.  Its about “Pte. Jerry Jones” and the D.C.M. recommendation.   

We know from last weeks article that it never was awarded,  The July 2009 

newsletter is shown on Page 4 and 5 

 
SERGEANT ROBERT MILTON CATO, ESQ. 

Born on the Caribbean Island of St. Vincent , he would 
join the Canadian army in 1939.  After the war he would 
go on to become the Prime Minister of St. Vincent 
 
Article researched and compiled by Members 
Indra Teekasingh and Allan Ross 
 

Page 2 & 3 
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 Acknowledgements and Thanks 
The March supplement was provided by President Dave Love. 
The 1st April Extra was  by Rory from the Boer War Forum.  We thank him for allow-
ing us to publish his work.  It was forwarded to us by long time member Mike Clare  
The 2nd April Extra article was researched and provided to us by Member Garrett Lapp 
The 3rd April Extra paper was researched, and provided by Member Michael Clare 
The 4th April Extra article was provided by Member Tim Popp 
The May Extra #1 article was provided by Member Roy Akins 
The May Extra # 2 article was provided by Member Garrett Lap 
The May Extra # 3 is a reprint of 2015 newsletter 
The June Extra #1 & 2 was Part 1 of 3 by Dave Love 
The June Extra #3 was provided by President Dave Love 
The June Extra #4 was provided by David Gale and “button” story by Dave Love 
July Extra # 1; Canso story by David Gale and the “Bad Angel” story by  Glenn Skene  
July Extra # 2 by Michael Clare , Indra Teekasingh & Allan Ross  

July Extra article contributed by Indra Teekasingh & 
Allan Ross 

SERGEANT ROBERT MILTON CATO, ESQ. 

1st Canadian Volunteer Army 

 

Sergeant Robert Milton Cato was born June 3rd 1915 on the Caribbean Island of St. 
Vincent. His life had been no easy path. He won a scholarship to the local grammar 
school in St. Vincent but couldn’t find employment until he became an articled 
clerk at the age of 26. In 1945 he enlisted with the 1st Canadian Volunteer Army, 
serving throughout the North-West Europe campaign during the Second World War. 
In 1948, after reaching the rank of sergeant he was demobilized – left the army. He 
then studied Law in London with fellow student Pierre Elliot Trudeau and was called 
to the bar in 1949. 

Sergeant Milton Cato in Uniform 
while with the 1st Canadian Volun-
teer Army. His Sergeant’s stripes 
clearly visible on his right arm. 

 Image: Facebook. 
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In 1951 at the age of 35, he married Lucy Clax-
ton and returned home to St Vincent to practise 
as a lawyer. Cato however was an instinctive 
politician. Now that he had experienced life 
outside of the Caribbean, he deeply resented 
the atmosphere of poverty, neglect, and gen-
eral drift that seemed to pervade his home Is-
land of St Vincent. Shifting his carrier into poli-
tics, in 1956 he co-founded and became leader 
of the St Vincent Labour Party. He led the oppo-
sition until 1967, when he assumed the office 
of Chief Minister. Following his election victory, 
his title was changed to Premier in 1969, and 
the Island of St Vincent achieved Associated 
Statehood. The Island was on it’s way to inde-
pendence. From 1979 to 1984 Cato became the 
first Prime Minister of the new, independent 
state of St Vincent and the Grenadines. His 
prime loyalty was to his state. He was meticu-
lous, and shrewd. Quicker than most to assess 
the depth of American and Canadian interest as 
the West Indies ceased to be British, he negoti-
ated skilfully for aid from all three, tailoring his 
tactics to their sometimes opposing aims. In the 
end his achievements were notable.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
The transition of those backward islands of 40 
years ago into today's well-founded state viv-
idly reflects Milton Cato's drive and vision. 
And that, to him, was reward enough. Milton 
Cato died on February 10th, 1997 at the age of 
82. He is laid to rest on his home Island of St 
Vincent. 

Sergeant Milton Cato on base in 
North West Europe.  
Image: Facebook 

Milton Cato in office as Prime Minister of 
St Vincent. 
Image: The Caribbean Current 
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Acadia University Archives 
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A War Story 
According to files in the National Archives of Canada', in 1915 the 
Officer Command- ing the 10th Battalion, CEF, Lt. Col J.G. Rat-
tray, recommended that sawed-off shotguns be adopted for use in 
the trenches. His suggestion was forwarded to his Brigade Com-
mander, then Brigadier General Arthur Currie. Currie was im-
pressed with the novel idea and Col. Rattray was despatched to 
London where he purchased 3 Winchester shotguns and 1,000 
rounds of No. 5 buck-shot. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lt. Col. J.G. Rattray 

Brigadier General   
Arthur Currie 

Commander-in-Chief Sir 
John French 

Meanwhile the recommendation was forwarded through the usual 
channels where the Commander-in-chief, Sir John French, refused 
approval on the grounds that the pellets in the shot shells were 
made of lead and their use may be regarded as a contravention of 
the Hague Convention. This convention, signed at the Hague, 29 
July, 1899, states in part; 
"The Contracting Parties agree to abstain from the use of bullets 
which expand or flatten easily in the human body..." 
Rattray's suggestion that bicycle ball-bearings be substituted was 
not pursued. According to semi-official sources, the shotguns were 
subsequently used in the 2nd (Canadian Infantry) Brigade for sport-
ing purposes until the red band around the 
cap of a well known staff officer, observing 
from a trench in the support area, was mis-
taken for a cock pheasant, whereupon the 
guns were withdrawn. 
 
Notes; 'NA RG24, Vol. 1847, GAG 11-
71D. DHist files. 
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 These tunics and skirts were designed by a fashion designer and were 
considered tres chique in the 40s. As for the shoes, they're simple brown oxfords 
for the CWACs and black oxfords for the RCAF WDs. 
 
Considering this was at the end of the Depression, it was a boon to have a nice set 
of clothes and get paid 90 cents a day to wear them. Not to mention serving your 
country.  

What year is this? 
Who are all these 
good looking  
people? 


